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It’s Not About Church– It’s About Jesus 

 

 Someone once said: “Going to church won’t make you a Christian      
anymore than going to McDonald’s makes you a french fry.” Amen to that! One 
hour a week in a building called “the church” does not necessarily a Christian 
make. 
 
 What I mean is this. Far too many people  live in this self-deception of 
believing that if they give God just one hour a week by showing up on Sunday 
morning they can live the rest of the week as they bloody well please. There’s 
no real commitment to Jesus there. They have “religion” but do they have     
Jesus? They mistakenly believe that a weekly one hour ritual makes them okay 
with God.  
 
 Not so. The Lord said this through the prophet Isaiah that “these people 
honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Isaiah 29:13). 
They perform their religious rituals but they didn’t really love or know the Lord. 
Sadly we have too many people like that in too many churches across America. 
 
 Don’t you be one of them. Jesus warned us that on the Day we stand 
before Him there will be many who claim to know Him but He will tell them     
“Depart from Me.” (Matthew 7:23). They never really had a born again            
experience, which is required for entrance to heaven (John 3:5). They never 
received the Spirit of God (Acts 2:38). They never really answered the call of 
Jesus to deny themselves, take up their crosses, and follow Him (Matthew 
16:24). A person can go to church all their lives yet never submit themselves 
to obediently following Jesus. The question then arises, “Can a person get to 
heaven without following Jesus?” I believe the answer is obvious, isn’t it. 
 
 I have been witnessing to an individual who use to be in the Lord but no 
longer lives for Him. After much discussion I finally got this individual to admit 
they needed to start going to church again. I replied that it was not about    
going to church, but about knowing, loving and following Jesus. Always has 
been, always will be. Because going to church does not make you a Christian        
anymore than going to McDonald’s makes you a french fry.  
                                         
                                          
                                                          For Him, 
      Dan 
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 MISSION SPOTLIGHT   



 

 

 

  

 August 17   Luncheon and Meeting for all parents of kids, birth-6th grade, to 

discuss programming ideas and was to make West Side more attractive to young 

families.  We will meet directly after church and children are welcome to eat with 

us and then I will have some teens to watch the kids during the meeting.  Also if 

you are interested in Family ministry but your kids are all grown you can still come 

and brainstorm with us. 

 

August 24   Cookout at Hamilton Christian Family Center at 6pm with worship to 

follow.  We need workers for the event and bakers to make homemade treats for 

desert.  If you would like to volunteer for either a worker or baker or both, sign up 

at the welcome center.  We do need baked goods as the people from the center 

hardly ever get home baked goodies 
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Children’s Chat 
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Bible Trivia 

Upon which mountain did 

Noah’s ark come to rest after 

the flood? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Chrystal 

Ashcraft                   

Sam Baker              

Steve Baker  

Mary Ann Barton 

Darrell Collins-

Maruilyn Curry           

Rick Dalton              

Don Dent          

Richard Free-

man                    

John Layman 

Nilah Layman 

Brandon North-

Vickie Robb  

John Robbins           

Mark Robinson 

Bill Sandlin 

Eddie Sapp 

Diane Scarth  

Bob Sizemore 

Robby Stephens 

Mike Steward 

Sam Welch                 

Orville Wilson 

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Dorothy Anderson                                

Sophie Bovenizer    

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter         

Ruby Singleton            

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

 

Ararat 

Genesis 8:4                           

 

In 1838, Charles Wesley was sick. Suffering from pleurisy, doctors prescribed bed-rest. In those 
pre-mass media days, there wasn’t a lot to do except read, write, and reflect. Although he did all 

three, it seemed that he spent a considerable amount of time reflecting back on his young life of 

31 years. 
 

Charles was born Dec. 17, 1707 in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England, the son of the town rector. 

Both parents emphasized education, music, and religious instruction in the home. Soon, Charles 
began studying alongside brother John (born June 28, 1703) and their other siblings. 

Eventually both brothers matriculated to Westminster School and Christ Church College in 

Oxford. While attending college, the Wesley brothers organized a Bible study. Many of their 
fellow students were non-believers who mocked them. They derisively dubbed the group as “the 

Holy Club.” 

 
After graduation and ordination, both Wesleys began separate ministries, although their profes-

sional careers often intertwined. Both were sent overseas to the Georgia colony in the USA as 

part of a group of missionaries and evangelists. The voyage would have more personal impact 
than their stateside mission. 

 

While shipboard, the Wesleys met a missionary group of German Moravians, who impressed 
them with “their deep faith and spirituality rooted in pietism” (Wikipedia). The Moravians also 

impressed them with the German hymns that were unfamiliar to the brothers. 

 
Their stateside mission was beset by numerous problems. After a few months, Charles returned 

to England. John stayed long enough to publish his first hymn collection (1737), but soon re-

turned home. Neither made a repeat voyage to the New World. 
 

Back home in England, the Wesleys began to build new ministries. State opposition to their 
beliefs meant that most church pulpits were off-limits. Obviously, vocational ministerial work 

was hard to find. During this time, Charles contracted pleurisy. He also experienced self-doubt 

and even questioned his faith. 
 

While bedfast, a group of English Moravians visited him. They ministered to him in prayer and 

music. After a while, his medical condition improved. So did his spiritual condition. On May 
21, 1738, Charles re-dedicated his life to Christ. A few days later, brother John did the same. 

Their faith—and ministries—acquired a new fervor. Since most church pulpits were closed to 

them, they began preaching to thousands in open fields in the English countryside. Many of the 
services featured John’s preaching and Charles’ music. 

 

A year after his evangelical conversion, Charles sat down at his desk. He thought about that day. 
He remembered the words of a friend, “Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Jesus with all 

of them.” (101 Hymn Stories by K. W. Osbeck, p. 181). Soon, a hymn began to form. Eventu-

ally, he penned 19 verses. Afterward, he titled it “For the Anniversary of One’s Conversion.” 
The hymn appeared in this form until 1767. R. Conyers included it in his new hymnal, but 

thought that the hymn was too long. His edited version began with the seventh verse: 

 
“O for a thousand tongues to sing, My Great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of his grace.” 

 
The new version even won Wesleyan approval, even though they usually didn’t like editors 

tampering with their works. John thought so much of it that he used it in his 1780 collection. He 

even made it hymn No. 1, a practice that many Methodist hymnals continue to this day. 
Charles died on March 29, 1788 in London. John died a few years later, March 2, 1791 in Lon-

don. 

 
There are several melodies used for this hymn. In the USA, it usually is sung to “Azmun,” 

which was written by Karl Glaeser, a German composer. The American composer and organist 

Lowell Mason created the arrangement or harmonization. 
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

Adapted from the article A New Call for Extraordinary 
Prayer by Dave Butts, co-author of Pray Like the King: Les-
sons from the Prayers of Israel’s Kings. 

 
With all that has been happening in our nation, it eventually becomes very easy to allow our 
attention to be diverted back to what we call “normal.” Unfortunately, “normal” often means 
life without God and without a dependence upon Him in prayer. I believe it is vital for us to 
hold on to our first response – - the response of prayer. 
 
The Church desperately needs to both issue and respond to a new call for extraordinary 
prayer. Extraordinary prayer goes beyond the normal expectations of the past. It is prayer 
that can bring God’s power to bear on a whole new world facing us–a world of uncertainty, 
fear and war. 
The Bible records times of extraordinary prayer like this. One good example occurred in the 
Book of Esther. The crisis there concerned the lives of every Jew held captive in Babylon. A 
decree had been issued that would result in genocide for the Jews. Queen Esther was going 
to risk her life by going to the King on behalf of her people; however, before she went, she 
called her people to three days of prayer and fasting for her mission. Extraordinary prayer 
brought about extraordinary deliverance. 
 
The Book of Ezra gives another good example of extraordinary prayer. Ezra was preparing to 
lead a group of the exiles back from Babylon to Jerusalem. The king had even offered troops 
for protection on the perilous journey. But Ezra had refused the troops, pointing out that 
God Himself would protect them. As the people gathered, Ezra began to realize how danger-
ous the trip would be and that they should not merely presume upon God’s protection. So he 
called the people to humble themselves and pray and fast over the journey. God heard their 
prayers and gave them safe passage to their destination. 
 
PRAYER:  Father, so often prayer is our last resort instead of our first response. Show Your 
people how to engage in heart-felt, passionate prayer that draws us into Your throne room 
and produces the extraordinary answers that You long to give us! May we be continually 
hungry for a deeper relationship with You so that our prayers are expressed from hearts that 
know You well. May our response to adversity or struggle always be to come to You before 
worrying or taking matters into our own hands. Teach us how to be men, women and chil-
dren who continually engage You in prayer. 
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FAITH:  Attitude or Gratitude--copied 
  
I woke up early today, excited over all I get to do before the clock strikes midnight.  I have responsibilities to 
fulfill today.  I am important.  My job is to choose what kind of day I am going to have.  
Today I can complain because the weather is rainy or....I can be thankful that the grass is getting watered for 
free Today I can feel sad that I don't have more money or....I can be glad that my finances encourage me to 
plan my purchases wisely and guide me away from waste   
Today I can grumble about my health or...I can rejoice I am alive.  
Today I can lament over all that my parents didn't give me when I was growing up or...I can feel grateful that 
they allowed me to be born.  
Today I can cry because roses have thorns or...I can celebrate that thorns have roses.  
Today I can mourn my lack of friends or...I can excitedly embark upon a quest to discover new relationships.  
Today I can whine I have to go to work or...I can shout for joy because I have a job  
Today I can complain I have to go to school or...eagerly open my mind and fill it with rich tidbits of knowl-
edge  
Today I can murmur dejectedly because I have to do housework or...I can feel honored because God has 
provided shelter for my mind, body and soul.  
Today stretches ahead of me, waiting to be shaped and here I am, the sculptor who gets to do the shap-
ing.  What today will be like is up to me.  I get to choose what kind of day I will have.  
HAVE A GREAT DAY--UNLESS YOU HAVE OTHER PLANS. 
  
  
FUN:  Smile--copied 
  
Our teacher asked what my favorite animal was and I said, "Fried chicken."  She said I wasn't funny, but she 
couldn't have been right, because everyone laughed.  My parents told me to always tell the truth.  I 
did.  Fried chicken is my favorite animal.  I told my dad what happened, and he said my teacher was proba-
bly a member of PETA.  He said they love animals very much.  I do too, especially chicken, pork and 
beef.  Anyway, my teacher sent me to the principal's office.  I told him what happened, and he laughed 
too.  Then he told me not to do it again.  
  
Then next day in class, my teacher asked me what my favorite live animal was, I told her it was 
chicken.  She asked me why, so I told her it was because you could make fried chicken.  She sent me back 
to the principal's office.  He laughed, and told me not to do it again.  I don't understand.  My parents taught 
me to be honest, but my teacher doesn't like it when I am. 
  
Today, my teacher asked me to tell her what famous person I admired most.  I told her "Colonel Sand-
ers."  Guess where I am now... 
  
 
FELLOWSHIP:  Ladies please join us for the new women's Bible study, Family of Jesus from Karen Kings-
bury, led by Dorothy Thomas. 
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 Small Groups are on hiatus until further notice.  

 Seniors on the Go  – August 12 11 am Olive Garden Rt. 4 Fairfield, Ohio.  

***************************************************************************************** 

 The Christian Family Center  

"LUAU"  

August. 9th  

The Christian Family Center street party "LUAU" is Aug. 9th. West Side Church has been asked to 

furnish supplies for 50 2nd. Graders. 

 

Supplies needed: 

100 boxes of 24 count crayons 

200 glue sticks 

100 bottles Elmer glue 

50 pencil pouches 

300 dry erase markers 

Cash donations for those who do not like to shop 

 

ALL DONATIONS MUST BE TURNED IN BY AUG. 3RD. 

 Pease remember Luau cannot be pulled off without a ton of volunteers. Volunteers are needed for 

August 3rd to sort and pack and then the day of the party, 

 See me for any details 

Thanks--Carrol Combs 

****************************************************************************************************************

Northern Lights Emmaus Community will be holding  a Men's Wallk on Oct. 2-5 and a Womens 

Walk on Oct. 9-12. They will be held at the Church of God Camp in Lebanon. If you would like to 

go, please  contact anyone who has been on a walk for sponsorship. Please contact Bud or Becky 

Haacke and we  can get you with one of the other members to do   the sponsorship. 
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

  

Wednesday: 

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm   

August 3           Luau Donations                                     

August 5 Trail Life                                               

August 12 Seniors on the Go– Olive Garden                 

August 12 Trail Life                                                                                                              

August 17         Family Ministry Lunch & meeting  

August 18         Caller deadline                                                    

August 19         Trail Life                                             

August 24          Christian Family Center Cook- 

                out                                                                               

August 26         Trail Life                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

COMING SOON--WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

  

YOU HAVE A FAMILY. YOU HAVE A STORY.                                                                                                                  

JESUS DID TOO. 

  

From America's favorite storyteller, Karen Kingsbury, The Family of Jesus Bible Study digs deep in to 

the lives, customs, emotions, and challenges of being part of the family of Jesus.  Through Scripture 

and storytelling, you'll get to know Jesus' closest relatives and take a detailed look at the days He 

walked the earth.  Karen's 6-session, DVD-based Bible study makes Joseph, Zechariah, John the  

Baptist, Elizabeth, James and Mary feel like your own family. 

  

Ladies please plan on joining us for this six-week study led by Dorothy Thomas.  WATCH FOR MORE 

DETAILS SOON. 


